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Greetings from the President

My dear IFYE friends,

Greeting from the Isle of Man, as | write this report from attending Angela
Southern’s special birthday on the island, all from meeting Angela as a member
of the IFYA and YFA.

We had a very special weekend catching up with fellow IFYE’s and laughing
and catching up with everyone.




In less than 2 weeks we will all be together for our annual IFYE conference in

Estonia, it will be great catching up with you all those who are planning to
attend.

Take care everyone and looking forward to see you very soon
Sam Hawkes
President of European IFYE Alumni Association

IFYE from Northern Ireland to Australia 1995




Are you ready for the conference?

News from the Estonia organisation team

After ten years, we are ready to host you all again. The Estonian team met at
Nelijarve to finalize the plans for the week ahead. Everything is ready and we
can't wait for the conference to start.

If you are wondering what awaits you this August, here is a sneak peek into
what you can expect.

Our venue, Nelijarve, is famous for its stunning setting. Surrounded by peaceful
forests and quiet lakes, it offers the perfect Estonian getaway. You can expect
crisp mornings, joyful evenings and a true connection with Estonia's untouched
nature. It is the perfect place to recharge, catch up with old friends and build
lifelong bonds.

We have prepared exciting day trips for you. You can visit beautiful manors, our
scenic northern coastline and charming fishing villages. For the more
adventurous, there is a chance to explore the Soviet-era Hara submarine base,
or head to East-Viru county to visit a mining museum and a nunnery. Our paths
will also take us to Viljandi in Central Estonia and to the university town of
Tartu. Along the way, we will visit several local farms and production sites,
villages and other amazing places.

Also, make sure to get ready for the evening programs! We have a blue-black-
white Estonian evening coming up, as well as a forest-themed evening where
we expect you to wear cool forest costumes. There will be plenty of dancing,
fun and laughter! :)

Know an IFYE who is still hesitating? Tell them to hurry up and secure their
place at Nelijarve so they don't miss out on all this fun!

We cannot wait to welcome the European IFYE family to Estonia for a week of
growth, friendship, and discovery.

See you very soon at Nelijarve!
Warmest regards,

The Eesti 4H Organizing Team




Greetings from Finland

written by Emma Svahn (IFYE from Finland to Scotland 2018 and to Germany 2023) and Viola Pynnénen
(IFYE from Finland to Switzerland 2024)

Annual meeting at Pulsa Railway Station

This year Finnish IFYE’s annual meeting was at Lappeenranta, at the historic
Pulsa Railway Station 18.04.2026. The Pulsa railway Station was chosen as
Finland’s travel destination at Finnish Travel gala 2025.

IFYE’s arrived in Lappeenranta in the morning, with time to explore the city
center and harbor before gathering at Pulsa railway station at noon. A soup
lunch was served, followed by the official meeting with coffee and cake.

After the meeting, participants joined various pre-booked activities, including a
guided visit to the P. E. Svinhufvud home museum, a trip to Lappeenranta
fortress and the South Karelia Museum, and a yoga session in the manor attic.

In the evening, Petra, the owner of Pulsan Asema, hosted a popular raclette
dinner and shared the story of restoring the old railway station. Petra was also
happy to bring a small piece of her Swiss culinary heritage to her other home
country.

Incoming IFYEs Orientation Day in Finland

]

During the orientation days, we explored Helsinki and Suomenlinna (Sea
Fortress). This year, three IFYEs came to Finland: Kirsten from Northern



Ireland, Olivier from Switzerland, and Rosina from Austria.

On the first day, we visited Helsinki Cathedral and the Market Square, from
where we took the ferry to Suomenlinna. At the end of the day, Rosina,
Amanda, and | went to the airport to welcome Kirsten.

On the second day, we each gave a short presentation about ourselves and our
home countries. Before heading home or to our host families, we had lunch at
Fazer Café.

Summer meeting at Sirkku’s Leustu Farm

Greetings from the IFYE summer meeting at Sirkku's place! It was once again a
wonderful, nourishing, refreshing, and relaxing weekend at Leustu Farm.

Held for the fourth time, the now almost traditional gathering brought together
eleven people to enjoy delicious food, a traditional smoke sauna, and a trip to
Saakoski. Among us was Kirsten, an IFYE from Northern Ireland, who
thoroughly enjoyed the Finnish summer by floating in the refreshing lake for a
long time.



During the Estonia Conference, Finnish IFYEs are now easier to spot in the
forests of Estonia, thanks to their new logo hoodies.

Scotland Spring Weekend

11-12th April 2026

written by Caroline Law (IFYE from Scotland to European rally, Denmark 1983, Northern
Ireland 1986 & Canada 1987)

Twenty-one members joined us in Kincraig, near Aviemore in the Scottish
Highlands, for another enjoyable Spring Weekend, taking part in activities
across the two days. Saturday included a visit to the Folk Museum where,
despite the chilly weather, we enjoyed sunshine and a fascinating glimpse into
life in bygone days.



We also enjoyed presentations from Joanne Hall on the European Rally to
Slovenia 2025 and Fiona Currie on her Canadian exchange experience, both
giving an excellent insight into international opportunities and the lifelong
friendships created through exchange programmes.

A highlight of the weekend was presenting YFA donations to this year's
outgoing exchange participants — Sally Glennie, Laura Hunter and Lauren
Todd ahead of the European Rally in Switzerland, and Charlotte Houston



before departing for her exchange to Tasmania. It was a great opportunity for
members to meet and hear first-hand about the experiences ahead of them.
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The weekend finished with a relaxed evening of home-made food, a quiz and
good company, followed by breakfast together on Sunday morning.

A huge thank you to everyone who helped organise, contribute and attend,
making it such an enjoyable and successful weekend.






